LETTER  LVI.

December i6th, 1786.

GENERAL COUNT KALCKREUTH continues to be in favor.
It is a subject worthy of observation, that, should
this favor be durable, should advantage be taken
of the very great abilities of this gentleman, and should
he be appointed to some place of importance, the King
will then show he is not an enemy to understanding; he
is not jealous of the merit of others; nor does he mean
to keep all men of known talents at a distance. This
will prove the mystics do not enjoy the exclusive privi-
lege of royal favor. But all these deductions, I imagine,
are premature; for, although Kalckreuth is the only
officer of the army who has hitherto been thus distil*-
guished; although he himself had conceived hopes he
should be; although his merit is of the first order; Moel-
lendorf having placed himself at the head of the mal-
contents, which the King will never pardon; Pritwitz
being only a brave and inconsiderate soldier, the ridicu-
lous echo of Moellendorf; Anhalt a madman; Gaudi almost
impotent, because of his size, and lying likewise under
the imputation of a defect in personal bravery, which
occasioned Frederick II. to say of him, <( He is a good
professor, but when the boys are to repeat the lessons
they have learned, he is never to be found,)} Although
his other rivals are too young, and too inexperienced, to
give him any uneasiness; in spite of all this, I say, I
scarcely can imagine but that the principal cause of the
distinction with which the King has treated him was the
desire of humbling Prince Henry. At least I am very
intimate with Kalckreuth, of whom I made a tolerably
sure conquest at the reviews of Magdeburg, and I have
reason to believe that I know everything which has
passed between him and the King; in all which I do not
perceive either anything conclusive, or anything of great
promise.
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